
Address Finder configures your data for you - even creating a 

MapInfo layer of points and a complete data set if needed.  The 

intuitive single step process makes loading the Ordnance Survey 

data simplicity itself.  Once the data has been configured (a 

process you will only need to repeat when the OS release updates) 

you will be able to run the search function.

To begin the search simply click on the specialist Address Finder 

button (an envelope         ) this will pop up the request screen, 

where you can enter the key words in the address (including the 

postcode) in any order and the optimised search will locate the 

matches almost instantly.  The rapid search can also use wildcards, 

i.e. you could search for '*Hospital* Somerset' which would 

produce a list of all the hospitals in Somerset.

The release of Ordnance Surveys Address PointTM Data Sets has 

created a new opportunity for all GIS users.  Address PointTM is made 

up from the Royal Mail PAF (Postcode Address File) data, giving full 

address information for every building (with postal address) in the 

UK.  

Each point can also be located on the National Grid using a 12 figure 

grid reference, thus enabling a new unique, accurate search layer 

to be created.  Address PointTM is not only useful for searches but 

has many other uses including the following :

• Incident analysis for Emergency Services

•   Flood Zone Management

•  Facilities planning for utilities/site location analysis for   
   retailing

•   School catchment areas for local Government

•  Risk analysis for Insurance and  Environmental issues 

•   Development control

Now Address PointTM falls under the Local Government Service level 

agreement it is an affordable data source that no-one needs be 

without.
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