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1 Introduction
The Marine Recorder reporting database tool allows users to keep their queries separate from the snapshot database.  This means that if the snapshot is deleted and recreated, users’ queries can be preserved.

It also allows users to make use of libraries of reports written by other organisations or individuals.  These can be imported into a users own reporting database.
2 Installation

2.1 Installing files
A copy of Microsoft Access 2000/XP/2003 is required to make use of this utility.

Download the file http://www.jncc.gov.uk/MarineRecorder/ReportDatabasev10.zip
Unzip the contents into a directory.  There should be two files:

· ReportDatabase.mdb

· ReportDatabase.ini


2.2 Configuring

It is recommended that you make a copy of these two files and give them your name (e.g.):

· MyName.mdb

· MyName.ini

The INI file can be edited in a text editor such as notepad.  It should contain something like:
[Attachments]

AutoCheckOnLoad=1

SNAPSHOTDATA.Mdb=C:\MarineSnapshot\SnapshotData.mdb

MarineLUT.mdb=C:\MarineRecorder
The SNAPSHOTDATA.MDB can be altered by picking the database to use from the main menu (see Figure 1 ).
The MarineLUT.MDB is fixed, and once set for your system should not need changing.

2.3 Running

Open the file MyName.MDB by double clicking on it or from within Microsoft Access (2000/XP)

To run efficiently the reporting database and the snapshot data should be installed locally, especially if the snapshot is large.

3 Using the report database
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Figure 1 - Main menu for report database
You can now either produce your own reports directly, or you can use the Import new module button to import families of reports for your own use.

3.1 Importing report modules

You can only import reports from a properly configure library module – if you pick an MDB file that is not a library module you will be warned and nothing will be imported.

Imported reports can include Queries, Forms, Reports and modules.  As some library reports may consist of several components (e.g. a Report may be based on a query), the system will make the main entry point available to you in the main menu form.  Simply select the report you want to and select the Run Report button (or double click on the item in the list).
Imported report elements (e.g. queries, forms and reports) can be viewed by you (so you can learn how other people have achieved things) but can not be modified.  If you attempt to edit a component loaded in from a report module you will have to save it with another name.

Importing a newer version of a module will delete the previous version before importing the updated components.

3.2 Deleting report modules

If you decide that you no longer want a report module in your database, simply select any of the elements belonging to it in the main menu and press the Delete Report button.  Note: because report elements may be interlinked, deleting any element belonging to a report module will result in all elements belonging to that report module being deleted.

3.3 Viewing information about a report

Highlighting a library report and clicking the “Library report info” button will give you information about that library report.  This may be useful if new versions are released and you want to check what version you are currently using.

3.4 Running a library report

Either double click on the required report or highlight it and click on the “Run library report” button.
3.5 Re-running the main menu

If you have been working on your own reports and have shut the main menu, this can be re-opened by going to the Macro section of the database container and running the Autoexec macro.

3.6 User Reports

These can be Queries, Forms and Reports.

For them to appear on the Main Menu they must be named with the following prefix:

	Object Type
	Prefix
	Example

	Queries
	UserQry
	UserQrySpecies List

	Forms
	UserFrm
	UserFrmSpecies Matrix

	Reports
	UserRpt
	UserRptSurvey species list


4 Creating a reporting module database 
This is a relatively simple process, and is probably best started with an empty database.
1) Create a new empty database

2) Use the File, Get External Data, Link tables to link to your DataSnapshot.mdb tables
3) Use the File, Get External Data, Import option to import the Index table (there is a copy in MRModuleTemplate.mdb
4) Create the reports you want.  These can consist of Queries, Forms, Reports, and code Modules

5) On finishing creating your reports, you must enter the “entry points” into the index table (see below)
6) You must also delete any linked tables (e.g. from the snapshot database)
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Your report module can have multiple reports within it.  Often a particular report may be based on several elements (e.g. a complex query may be based on several other queries), but you only want the person using your report to run the final query – e.g.:

QueryA uses SurveyData, 
QueryB then uses QueryA, 
but you only ever want people to run QueryB directly.  
The Index table allow you to specify the list of reports to run that a user will be offered if they are using your module.  You must enter:

	Field name
	Example
	Description

	ModuleName
	CCWMapInfoLink
	A name describing your module – should be unique from all other modules and must all be the same within a module

	Startup
	SurveyRpt
	Name of the access query, form or report that should be run when this report option is selected.

	StartupObjectType
	Report
	Can be Query, Form, Report – specifies what the startup object is.

	Date
	03/04/2003
	Date that you last changed the object

	Version
	1.1
	A version number for your report

	SnapshotDataVersion
	1.3
	The version of the snapshot that your report was designed to run against

	Description
	A species report
	This is the information that the user will see, so it must describe what your report does.

	Info
	This list the species found for a particular survey.  It breaks them in taxonomic groups and includes the number of occurrences of each species.
	Extra detail about the report

	OnInstall
	CCWMapInfoLinkInstall
	Optional (most will not use this) routine to be run when the module is first imported.


Having entered this information (one row for each report you have developed), your report module is ready for distribution.  You are strongly recommended to test importing it into the reporting tool database.

4.1.1 Naming of object created in a report module

In order to avoid objects from different reporting modules having the same name and therefore causing the reports to break, you are strongly recommended to prefix all objects created with your ModuleName.  This also applies to any access code modules you may write, all functions and subroutines should be Private unless they explicitly need to be Public, in which case care must be taken naming them again.
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